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25th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I am writing to update you on the process of appointing our new Headteacher now that we find ourselves 

in another lockdown. 

 

Our plan was to advertise the post on February 1st 2021 and to show candidates round the school during 

the weeks of the 8th and 22nd of February. This of course will no longer be possible due to lockdown. 

 

The Appointments Committee met virtually last week and a decision was made to postpone the process. Let 

me explain more fully exactly why. 

 

In the past we have shown candidates round the school where both staff and governors have started to get 

to know them. We have then shortlisted and started the interview process. On the first day of the interview 

the school council have met with them and asked them questions. This is observed by governors and is 

really useful so the children can have their say in the appointment and governors can see how they interact 

with the children. Candidates on this day would also meet the staff informally as well as formally. We 

would then talk to staff and have their views on the candidates to take into consideration. Candidates 

would hold a school assembly and be observed by everyone. 

Day two of the process is the formal interview which only involves the Appointments Committee. 

 

The Appointments Committee were told that we could go ahead with the process but it would have to be 

virtual due to Covid restrictions. Other Leeds schools are doing just that. We were not satisfied that a 

virtual process was right for our school. We want to get to know the candidates and interact with them and 

we want the children and staff to be able to as well. 

 

So the Appointments Committee have decided, along with the rest of the Governors, to postpone the 

process. It may now be an after Christmas appointment but we will start the recruitment timeline as soon as 

we possibly can. 

 

The Governors are so grateful to Mr Knight who has once more agreed to carry on in his role as Acting 

Head. We have every confidence in the way that he and his senior team are guiding the school through this 

pandemic. He is doing an amazing job. 

 

I do hope that you will back us in our decision and understand why we have decided that this is the best 

way forward for our school and for our children. 

 

In the process of appointing a Head we have to observe due process, conform to all Safeguarding rules and 

we must do due diligence in making this decision. 

 

Please stay safe everyone and tell your children I really miss them and can’t wait to see them again. 

 

 

Warmest Regards 

 

 

Jane Ambrose.   Chair of the Governors. 
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