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Writing at Bardsey Primary School

Vision

We believe that every child has the potential to become a confident, capable and enthusiastic writer who will develop a genuine enjoyment of
writing. To create such writers, we need to provide a curriculum enriched with exciting, inspiring and original materials and opportunities that
support and challenge the children. At Bardsey Primary School, we aim for the children to see writing as a diverse tool to express themselves and
communicate effectively with others. Through our curriculum, the children will learn to write for a variety of purposes and audiences. They will
learn to reflect on their own and others writing and realise the importance of editing and a wide vocabulary. At Bardsey Primary School, we set
high expectations for all our children to take pride in their work and have a fluent, cursive handwriting style.




Please click the link to see the expectations for Writing for EYFS in Literacy Area of Development:
https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Development - Matters-FINAL-PRINT - AMENDED. pdf

Please click the link to see the expectations for Writing for KS1 and KS2:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment _data/file/335186/PRIMARY national_curriculum_-

English 220714 .pdf

Intent

At Bardsey Primary School we believe that all pupils should be able to confidently communicate their knowledge, ideas and emotions
through their writing.

We want pupils to acquire a wide vocabulary, a solid understanding of grammar and be able to spell new words by effectively applying the
spelling patterns and rules they learn throughout their time in primary school.

We want them to write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and
audiences.

We believe that all pupils should be encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their writing, in part by developing a good, joined,
handwriting style by the fime they move o secondary school.

We believe that all good writers refine and edit their writing over time, so we want children to develop independence in being able to
identify their own areas for improvement in all pieces of writing, editing their work effectively during and after the writing process.

We do not put ceilings on what pupils can achieve in writing and we do not hold pre-conceptions about any pupils’ ability Yo make progress.
We understand the importance of parents and carers in supporting their children to develop both grammar, spelling and composition skills,
and so we want to encourage a home-school partnership which enables parents and carers to understand how to enhance the skills being
taught in school.

Through our English Curriculum, we strive to teach the children how important their writing skills will be in the real world. By giving this
context to their learning, the children understand the value of English to them now, and in their futures.
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https://foundationyears.org.uk/files/2012/03/Development-Matters-FINAL-PRINT-AMENDED.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/335186/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_English_220714.pdf

Implementation

Progression
The teachers have worked in collaboration to ensure our writing curriculum ensures that all children develop and progress in their writing skills
each year, building on prior learning and skills effectively.

Teaching

We teach English as whole class lessons, so that all children have access to the age-related skills and knowledge contained in the National
Curriculum. Within lessons, teachers plan for targeted support for all pupils in order for them to achieve and produce learning, which is to the
best of their ability. This may involve a greater level of scaffolding and access to additional support materials such as Writers Toolkits, Word
Banks or a greater level of modelling. Rapid graspers are given opportunities to extend their writing in a variety of ways, including through
showing greater control in their writing, a deeper understanding of the impact that their writing has on the reader and by using a higher level of
vocabulary and grammar features.

Spellings are taught according to the rules and words contained in Appendix 1 of the English National Curriculum. Teachers use a whole school
Spelling Scheme and Spelling Shed to support their teaching and to provide activities that link to the weekly spellings. From Year One, children
are given spellings to learn each week and are given a spelling test the following week.

Grammar and Punctuation: Grammar and punctuation knowledge and skills are taught through English lessons as much as possible. Teachers plan to
teach the required skills through the genres of writing that they are teaching, linking it to the genre to make it more connected with the
intended writing outcome. Teachers sometimes focus on particular grammar and punctuation skills as stand-alone lessons, if they feel that the
class need additional lessons to embed and develop their understanding or to consolidate skills.

Key Vocabulary
The promotion of a language rich English curriculum is essential to the successful acquisition of knowledge and understanding in writing. Key
vocabulary could be presented in knowledge organisers and will be prominent in English displays or working walls.

Independent learning

The children are encouraged to develop their independence and ownership in writing through the 'pink pen polishing' approach where the children
are given time to respond to feedback on a piece of writing. Teachers encourage the children to use checklists as a tool to review and improve
their work. The different ways of improving writing are modelled by teachers, including making additions, removals and changing the order of a
piece.

High Quality Resources

Teachers have worked collaboratively to create our long-term text overviews which aim to provide children with a wide range of high quality,
engaging and stimulating texts, including novels, poetry and non-fiction as a base for writing activities. Literacy Shed resources, such as film
clips, and current affairs are used effectively as inspiring and purposeful writing opportunities.




Outdoor Learning
Across all key stages, children have a range of opportunities to take their learning outdoors and to explore outdoor environments which aim to
inspire their English learning and inspire writing.

Curriculum enhancements (visits, visitors, themed days/weeks)
School visits and visitors into school are used to inspire, inform or give purpose to teaching and learning in the writing curriculum. Writing
competitions and events in school are used to enthuse our young writers.

CPD
Continuous training to ensure teacher skill and knowledge is developed fo teach the subject with confidence and accuracy. The subject lead will
effectively seek courses that link to key actions for the development of writing and then effectively feedback to colleagues.

-

Impact

The impact and measure of our Writing curriculum is that pupils are:

e taught writing progressively and at a pace appropriate to each individual child

e equipped with the writing skills that will enable them to be ready for KS3

e they enjoy writing and use the features of different genres and styles

e pupils confidently write for different purposes and audiences

e our pupils will acquire a wide vocabulary and have a strong command of the written word.

e most importantly, they will develop a love of writing and be well equipped for the rest of their education.

Leadership, Assessment and Feedback

Feedback and marking should be completed, where possible, within the lesson. All marking and feedback is given in line with our marking and
feedback policy.

The quality of writing in English is reviewed by half termly moderations, pupil discussions and book scruitinies. These inform future areas for
improvement and the impact of new initiatives. The English Subject Leader provides an action plan for the subject and addresses areas for
development and improvement which is then shared with all staff.




Teachers will use their professional judgement to determine whether a child is working within age-related expectations, above or below. They will
base their judgements on the child's written work. Teacher's will refer to the TAFS in Y2 and Y6 and the WVLP writing assessment grids that
have been developed for other year groups as a support for making judgements and to inform planning.




Progression Map
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Bunum

EYFS (30 - 50mths
to ELGSs)

KS1

KS2

30 — 50 months

40 — 60 months
Early Learning
Goals

To continue a rhyming
string.

To hear and say the
initial sound inwords.

To segment the sounds
in simple words and
blend them together.

To link sounds to letters,
naming and sounding
the letters of the
alphabet.

To use their phonic
knowledge to write
words in ways which
match their spoken
sounds.

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5 Year 6










To write some irregular
common words.










