Improving Your Reading with Cassie the Commentator:

The Shield Bug

It was an extremely hot day and the class had been allowed to cool down
in the shade of the large trees that grew on the edge of the playground.
All of a sudden, there came an excited shriek and Amal shouted, “Come
here! Look! It's a magic bug!” At once, the rest of the class gathered around

and looked at the emerald green beetle which was now wandering up and

down Amal’s finger. “I've heard about these,” he said. “My sister told me that
if one appears, it means that you're going to get good fortune.” The children all stared at the
shield-shaped bug in awe; all, that is, except Peter.

Peter had read all about these bugs in his encyclopaedia.
They were called shield bugs and he knew that they were
extremely common at this time of year and unlikely to bring
you any good fortune. He was about to open his mouth to correct
Amal when he saw how excited everyone was by the little green
creature; he decided to keep his news to himself.

1. Why do you think Peter chose not to correct Amal?

2. Compare the two children’s reactions towards the bug.
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3. Which child do you think is correct about the bug? Tick one.

Amal [ ] Peter [ ] both [ ]

Explain your answer.

4. Why do you think that Amal calls it a magic bug?
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Answers

1. Why do you think Peter chose not to correct Amal?
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think Peter chose not to correct Amal because he
saw how excited and happy the bug made everyone and he didn’t want to ruin that.

2. Compare the two children’s reactions towards the bug.
Accept responses that compare the children’s reactions, making reference to Amal
thinking the bug brings good fortune and Peter thinking the bug is a common shield
bug, such as: Amal thought the bug was magic but Peter thought it was an ordinary
shield bug.

3. Which child do you think is correct about the bug? Tick one.

Amal [ ] Peter [ ] both [ ]

Explain your answer.
Accept any single response providing that it is backed up with an explanation, such
as: I think that Peter is correct because he got his facts from an encyclopaedia.

4, Why do you think that Amal calls it a magic bug?
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that Amal calls it a magic bug because his
sister has told him that they will magically bring good fortune.
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